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Migration from the Philippines happened relatively recently and slowly as a result of the Immigration Restriction Act of 1901 which restricted access to non-European entrants to Australia.  At the time of the census in 1947 a total of 141 Philippines born people had settled in Australia.  Significant numbers of students were given entry to Australia and chose to stay.  Policy reform in 1966 allowed well qualified non-Europeans to migrate which led to an increase in the population.  However it was not until the repudiation of the Act in 1972 and the declaration of martial law in the Philippines, that the population really began to increase.  During the 1970’s many women migrated as spouses of Australian residents or as sponsored family members.  Migration from the Philippines to Australia peaked in the 1980’s and by 1990 the migrating population began to slow
.  The 1991 Census indicted a population of 73,673 Philippines born people in Australia.

At the time of the 2001 Census the population of Philippines born people in Australia was 103,990 which represented an increase of 12% from the 1991 census.

The majority of the Philippines born population have settled in New South Wales (52,240) followed by Victoria (22,500), Queensland (15,450 and Western Australia (5,400).

As discussed the majority of the community arrived prior to 1991 (13,352 or 61%).  4,211 or 19.4% arrived between 1991-1995 while 18.9% or 4,102 arrived after 1996
.


The majority of the Philippines born community settled in local government area of Brimbank.  Significant numbers have also settled in Casey, Hume, Wyndham, Greater Dandenong and Hobsons Bay. 

	Top 10 Local Government Areas for Philippines Born Settlement in Victoria


	Local Government Area
	Total Number 2001
	Total Number 1996
	Percentage Change Between 1996 and 2001

	Brimbank
	3664
	3239
	13%

	Casey
	1461
	921
	59%

	Hume
	1266
	988
	28%

	Wyndham
	1230
	974
	26%

	Greater Dandenong
	1025
	1021
	0%

	Hobsons Bay
	1019
	868
	17%

	Kingston
	988
	941
	5%

	Whittlesea
	842
	763
	10%

	Knox
	791
	657
	20%

	Maribyrnong
	749
	967
	-23%


The vast majority of the Philippines born community have migrated through the family and skill stream component of the migration programme.

	Number of Philippines Born by Migration Stream


	
	Humanitarian
	Family
	Skill
	Other
	Total

	Brimbank
	4
	237
	316
	0
	557

	Maribyrnong
	0
	78
	40
	0
	118

	Moonee Valley
	5
	76
	56
	0
	159

	Melton
	2
	52
	87
	0
	141

	Western Region
	11
	498
	487
	0
	996


In Victoria, the Philippines born community were primarily in the middle age brackets of 25-59 years (15,209 or 67%).  The average age of the Philippines born community in 2001 was 38.3 years. Smaller numbers were in the under 25 age bracket (5,740 or 25.5%).  Even smaller numbers were in the 60 plus age bracket (1547 or 6.8%).  The majority of the Philippines born community are females (65.5%) with a ratio of 52.6 males for every 100 females.

The majority of the Philippines born community speak Tagalog (66.7%) or English (27.4%) at home.  Spanish was also spoken by a small percentage of the population (0.8%).  English proficiency is very high with a total of 16,021 (72%) recording their English as good.  Significant numbers of the Philippines born community spoke English only (5,604 or 25%) and very small numbers assessed themselves as having poor English (583 or 2.6%).

In 2001 of the Philippines born community aged over 15 years, 58.8% held some form of educational qualification compared to 46.2% for all Australians.  38.3% had higher education qualifications.  25.8% of the population were attending an educational institution at the time of the 2001 Census.

Amongst the Philippines born community in the same age grouping, the participation rate in the labour force was 68.1% compared to 63.0% for all Australians. 

	Labour Force Participation of Philippines Born Community


	Labour Force Participation
	Philippines Born
	Total Australian Population

	Employed
	68.1%
	63%

	Unemployed
	6.9%
	7.4%

	Skilled Occupation
	33.9%
	52.6%

	Semi-Skilled Occupation
	34.9%
	28.9%

	Unskilled Occupation
	31.1%
	18.6%


At the 2001 Census the major religion of the Philippines born community was 

Western Catholic (84,260 or 81%), Baptist (2410 or 2.3%) and Churches of Christ (1550 or 1.5%).  1.4% of the population were recorded as having no religion.

	CSSS Funded Agencies Working with the Philippines Born Community

	Organisation
	Address
	Phone
	Description

	Filipino Community Council of Victoria
	93 Cowper Street

FOOTSCRAY, 3011
	9770 0066
	Settlement assistance to the Filipino community in Victoria


The agencies listed here have been funded by DIMIA to provide settlement support to newly arrived Philippines born communities.  There are many other community and volunteer based groups working with the Philippines born community.  Some of these agencies are listed in the Victorian Multicultural Resources Directory.  This directory can be accessed on the Victorian office of Multicultural Affairs website at www.voma.vic.gov.au
Country Information:





Capital:			Manila


Surface Area:		300,000km2


Official language:		Tagalog, English 





Population:		84.6 million





Major Religion:	Roman Catholic (83%)


	Protestant (9%), Muslim (5%), Buddhist (3%)





Ethnic Groups:	Malay with Chinese, US, and Spanish mixtures
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