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Since the 1950’s, Somalia has been under varied governance structures including UN trusteeship, military led government and elected government.  Somalia has been affected by both internal conflict and war with neighbouring countries.  In addition the population has been severely affected by drought and famine in 1975 and again in the early 1990’s
.  

According to the 2001 Census the Somalia born population in Australia  totaled 3,714 people.  The majority of the community settled in Victoria (2,311 people or 62%), followed by New South Wales (600 people or 16.2%) and Western Australia (465 or 12.8%).  Smaller numbers settled in Queensland (190 or 5.1%) , South Australia (102 or 2.7%), the ACT (22 or 0.6%) Tasmania  (11 or 0.3%) and the Northern Territory (3 or 0.1%)
.
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Prior to 1981 only 12 Somalia born people had settled in Victoria.  A further 20 Somalia born people arrived between 1981-1985.  118 people arrived between 1986 and 1990 while a further 823 arrived between 1991-1995.  The majority of the Somali born community arrived between 1996-2001 with 1,202 Somalia born people settling in Victoria.  The vast majority of the Somalia born population arrived under the Humanitarian programme at the height of the civil war.  


[image: image2.wmf]Number of Somalia born by Year of Arrival to Victoria

12

20

118

823

1202

136

Before 1981

1981-1985

1986-1990

1991-1995

1996-2001

Not Stated

Year of Arrival


In the last five years, approximately 300 newly arrived Somalia born people have settled in the Western Region of Melbourne.  The majority of these arrivals live in the local government areas of Moonee Valley, Banyule, Darebin, and Melbourne City.

	Top Ten Local Government Areas for Somalia Born Community


	Local Government Area
	Total Number
	Percentage of Total
	Change Between 1996-2001 Census

	Moonee Valley
	471
	20.0
	215
	13.0

	Banyule
	401
	17.2
	127
	7.9

	Darebin
	289
	12.4
	115
	10.7

	Melbourne
	281
	12.1
	115
	11.1

	Maribyrnong
	153
	6.6
	22
	3.2

	Hume
	121
	5.2
	98
	43.8

	Moreland
	111
	4.8
	77
	27.2

	Greater Dandenong
	109
	4.7
	26
	5.6

	Yarra
	56
	2.4
	21
	9.4

	Whittlesea
	40
	1.7
	30
	28.5

	Other LGA’s
	294
	12.6
	27
	29.9

	Victoria Total
	2326
	100
	919
	10.6


The majority of those who have settled within the western region of Melbourne have arrived through the Humanitarian programme. Smaller numbers have recently begun to migrate through the family stream component of the migration programme.

	Number of Somalia Born by Migration Stream


	                                  
	Humanitarian
	Family
	Skill
	Other
	Total

	Brimbank
	35
	5
	0
	0
	40

	Melton
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Maribyrnong
	63
	15
	0
	0
	78

	Moonee Valley
	136
	40
	0
	0
	176

	Western Region
	240
	60
	0
	0
	300


The age structure of the Somalia born community in Victoria was younger than that of the total Victorian born population with the majority aged between 15-24 years.  Significantly small number of the Somalia born community are in the older age brackets with a total of 18 persons being recorded as over 75 years.
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The vast majority of the population of the Somalia born community speak Somali at home (86.9%).  A smaller percentage of the population are recorded as speaking Arabic at home (5.2%), or Italian (0.9%).  2.3% of the population spoke English only.

At the time of the 2001 Census the majority of the Somalia born community were recorded as speaking English well or very well.  2.3% of the population spoke English only while a further 3.0% spoke English not at all.

The majority of the Somalia Born population with low levels of English proficiency live within the City of Banyule (22.4%) and Darebin (16.4%).

	English Proficiency of Somalia Born Community in Western Region Local Government Areas


	LGA
	Melton
	Brimbank
	Maribyrnong
	Moonee Valley

	English Only
	0
	0
	9
	6

	Good 
	3
	37
	98
	360

	Poor
	0
	3
	49
	82


Almost one hundred percent of the Somalia born community in Victoria are of an Islamic faith (97.1%).

At the time of the 2001 Census, 17.5% of the Somalia born population aged 15 years and over had post-school level qualifications.65.6% had qualifications that were out of the scope of the variable or had no qualifications.  Qualification levels within the Somalia born community were lower than that of the total Victorian community.

	Qualifications of the Somalia Born Population in Victoria


	
	Total Somalia Born
	Total Victoria Born

	Postgraduate degree
	1.1%
	1.8%

	Graduate diploma
	0.3%
	1.8%

	Bachelor Certificate
	6.4%
	10.6%

	Diploma
	9.7%
	20.7%

	Not Stated
	16.8%
	11.5%

	Not Applicable
	65.6%
	53.7%

	Total
	100%
	100%


At the time of the 2001 Census ,  28% of the Somalia born population were in the labour force compared to 48.2% of the total population of Victoria. 

	Labour Force Participation for Somalia Born Community in Victoria


	Labour Force Participation
	Somalia Born 
	Total Victoria Born

	In labour force
	28.0%
	48.2%

	     Employed
	14.8%
	44.9%

	     Unemployed
	13.2%
	3.3%

	Not in Labour Force
	45.6%
	28.1%

	Not Stated
	3.1%
	3.4%

	Not Applicable
	23.4%
	20.3%

	Unemployment Rate
	47.1%
	6.8%


	CSSS Funded Agencies Working with the Horn of Africa Born Community in the Western Region

	Organisation
	Address
	Phone
	Description

	Eastern & Central African Communities of Victoria
	214 Nicholson Street

FOOTSCRAY, 3011
	9687 4997
	Casework, capacity building and community development services for African communities in Greater Melbourne

	
	45 Main Road West

ST ALBANS, 3021
	
	

	Horn of Africa Communities network
	3 Pilgrim Street

FOOTSCRAY, 3011
	9689 2586
	Information, referral services and capacity building for Horn of African Communities in the western region

	African Australian Welfare Council of Victoria
	PO Box 449

BRUNSWICK, 3057
	9380 9156
	Casework, coordination and outreach services for African communities in the northern and western regions of Melbourne


The agencies listed here have been funded by DIMIA to provide settlement support to newly arrived African communities.  There are many other community and volunteer based groups working with the Somalia born community.  Some of these agencies are listed in the Victorian Multicultural Resources Directory.  This directory can be accessed on the Victorian office of Multicultural Affairs website at www.voma.vic.gov.au






Country Information:





Capital:			Mogadishu


Surface Area:		638,000 km2


Official Language:	Somali


Other languages:	Arabic, Italian, English


Population:		8 million





Major Religion:		Sunni Muslim





Ethnic Groups:	Somali (85%), Bantu and other non Somali (15%)





























� SBS (2000), SBS World Guide, Hardy Grant Publishers; Victoria


� VOMA (2003), Victorian Community Profiles, Victorian Office of Multicultural Affairs, Department for Victorian Communities; Melbourne


� VOMA (2003), Victorian Community Profiles, Victorian Office of Multicultural Affairs, Department for Victorian Communities; Melbourne


� Taken from the Settlement Database, Settlement Planning and Information Unit, DIMIA statistics for the last five years from 01/01/98 to 31/12/03


� VOMA (2003), Victorian Community Profiles, Victorian Office of Multicultural Affairs, Department for Victorian Communities; Melbourne


� ibid


� VOMA (2003), Victorian Community Profiles, Victorian Office of Multicultural Affairs, Department for Victorian Communities; Melbourne






Page 1
May 2004

_1148382173.xls
Chart2

		Before 1981

		1981-1985

		1986-1990

		1991-1995

		1996-2001

		Not Stated



Year of Arrival

Number of Somalia born by Year of Arrival to Victoria

12

20

118

823

1202

136



Sheet1

		Victoria		2311

		New South Wales		600

		Western Australia		475

		Queensland		190

		South Australia		102

		ACT		22

		Tasmania		11

		Northern Territory		3





Sheet1

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0



Somalia Born Settlement by State



Sheet2

		Before 1981		12

		1981-1985		20

		1986-1990		118

		1991-1995		823

		1996-2001		1202

		Not Stated		136





Sheet2

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0



Year of Arrival

Number of Somalia born by Year of Arrival to Victoria



Sheet3

		






_1148385358.xls
Chart3

		0-14

		15-24

		25-34

		35-44

		45-54

		55-64

		65-74

		75+



Age Grouping

Age of Somalia Born Population in Victoria

23.4%

25.2%

24.2%

15.1%

6.4%

3.5%

1.3%

0.8%

23.4

25.2

24.2

15.1

6.4

3.5

1.3

0.8



Sheet1

		Victoria		2311

		New South Wales		600

		Western Australia		475

		Queensland		190

		South Australia		102

		ACT		22

		Tasmania		11

		Northern Territory		3





Sheet1

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0



Somalia Born Settlement by State



Sheet2

		Before 1981		12

		1981-1985		20

		1986-1990		118

		1991-1995		823

		1996-2001		1202

		Not Stated		136





Sheet2

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0



Year of Arrival

Number of Somalia born by Year of Arrival to Victoria



Sheet3

		0-14		23.4

		15-24		25.2

		25-34		24.2

		35-44		15.1

		45-54		6.4

		55-64		3.5

		65-74		1.3

		75+		0.8





Sheet3

		0-14

		15-24

		25-34

		35-44

		45-54

		55-64

		65-74

		75+



Age Grouping

Age of Somalia Born Population in Victoria

23.4

25.2

24.2

15.1

6.4

3.5

1.3

0.8




_1148381713.xls
Chart1

		Victoria

		New South Wales

		Western Australia

		Queensland

		South Australia

		ACT

		Tasmania



Somalia Born Settlement by State

2311

600

475

190

102

22

11



Sheet1

		Victoria		2311

		New South Wales		600

		Western Australia		475

		Queensland		190

		South Australia		102

		ACT		22

		Tasmania		11

		Northern Territory		3





Sheet1

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0



Somalia Born Settlement by State



Sheet2

		





Sheet3

		






