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In 1976 the Socialist Republic of Vietnam was declared following a war that lasted approximately 20 years between north and south Vietnam.  Over the next decade an estimated two million people fled  Vietnam seeking refuge in parts of South East Asia  as well as other parts of the world including Australia, the United States, France and Canada
.

Prior to 1975 there was an estimated 700 Vietnam born people in Australia.  After 1975 large numbers of refugee settled in Australia and began to make arrangements for their families to migrate.  

By 1981 an estimated 49,616 Vietnam born people had settled in Australia. By 1991 there was estimated 121,637 Vietnam born people in Australia.  By the mid 1990’s migration from Vietnam was increasingly through the family stream component of the migration programme.  By 1996, the Census revealed a community of approximately 151,051 Vietnam born people.  This increased to 154,833 by the 2001 Census
.   The Vietnam born community continues to be one of the major sources of migration for Australia.

The majority of the Vietnamese community in Australia have settled in New South Wales (63,025 or 40.7%) and Victoria (56,664 or 36.6%)
.  
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In Victoria 98.6% of the Vietnam born community live in the Melbourne metropolitan area particularly including the local government areas of Brimbank which hosts 23% of the population.  Other cities in the western region such as Maribyrnong and Moonee Valley also feature as in the top 5 local government areas for settlement of the community.

	Top Ten Local Government Areas for Vietnam Born Community

	Local Government Area
	Total Number
	Percentage of total
	Change between 1996-2001 Census

	Brimbank
	13,483
	23.8%
	3,409
	6.0%

	Greater Dandenong
	10,420
	18.4%
	147
	0.3%

	Maribyrnong
	6,792
	12.0%
	-1,226
	-3.4%

	Yarra
	3,183
	5.6%
	-1,538
	-7.6%

	Moonee Valley
	2,362
	4.2%
	-498
	-3.8%

	Whitehorse
	2,026
	3.6%
	-14
	-0.1%

	Darebin
	2,012
	3.6%
	153
	1.6%

	Whittlesea
	2,012
	3.6%
	322
	3.5%

	Monash
	1,710
	3.6%
	394
	5.4%

	Hobsons Bay
	1,585
	3.0%
	-20
	-0.3%

	Other LGA’s
	11,007
	2.8%
	654
	6.2

	Victoria total
	56,662
	19.5%
	1,443
	0.5


The vast majority of those who have settled in the western region from Vietnam have migrated through the family stream component of the migration programme.  Significant numbers of Vietnamese have migrated through the skill stream component of the migration programme.  Smaller numbers continue to migrate through the Humanitarian programme.

	Number of Vietnam Born by Migration Stream


	
	Humanitarian
	Family
	Skill
	Other
	Total

	Brimbank
	42
	1169
	79
	0
	1290

	Melton
	2
	38
	9
	0
	49

	Maribyrnong
	20
	612
	21
	0
	653

	Moonee Valley
	6
	167
	16
	0 
	189

	Western Region
	73
	2072
	119
	0
	2264


The age structure of the Vietnam born community is concentrated in the young to middle age groups with the average age being 37 years.  26.9% of the Vietnam born population were in the 35-44 age grouping while 26.4% were in the 25-34 age grouping.  2.1% of the community is over 75 years
.
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At the time of the 2001 Census 77.9% of the Vietnam born population spoke Vietnamese at home.  17.4% were recorded as speaking Cantonese, while 0.6% spoke Mandarin. 1.8% of the Vietnam born population spoke English only while 1.6% spoke other languages including French and other Chinese dialects.


At the time of the 2001 Census, 22.1% of the Vietnam born population assessed themselves as speaking English very well.  One third spoke English not well (33.5%) and 9.3% assessed themselves as not speaking English at all.


Of the Vietnam born with low English proficiency 26.5% live within the City of Brimbank and 12.8% in Maribyrnong.

	English Proficiency of Vietnam Born in Western Region Local Government Areas


	LGA
	Melton
	Brimbank
	Maribyrnong
	Moonee Valley

	English Only
	9
	83
	61
	28

	Good
	9
	6,803
	3546
	1261

	Poor
	132
	6425
	3098
	1047


At the time of the 2001 Census, 58.5% of the population were of Buddhist faith. 21.5% were recorded as Western Catholic while 11.1% recorded no religion.

	Major Religion of Vietnam Born Community


	Religion
	Vietnam Born
	Victorian Total

	Buddhist
	33,145
	111,657

	Western Catholic
	12,192
	1,315,324

	Baptist
	733
	67,377

	Uniting Church
	259
	304,204

	Christian nfd
	234
	52,756

	No Religion
	6,315
	804,577

	Other
	1,031
	1,448,877

	Not Stated
	2,740
	556,157

	Total
	56,649
	4,660,929


At the time of the 2001 Census, 29% of Vietnam born people aged 15 and over held some form of educational or occupational qualification.  Overall qualification levels of the Vietnam born were slightly lower than for the Victorian population.

	Qualifications of Vietnam Born Population

	
	Total Vietnam Born
	Total Victorian 

	Postgraduate degree
	484
	66,149

	Graduate Diploma
	316
	65,595

	Bachelor Degree
	6,111
	394,497

	Diplomas
	4,688
	767,339

	Not Stated
	3,794
	427,891

	Not Applicable
	39,676
	1,993,110

	Total
	55,069
	3,714,581


At the time of the 2001 Census , 58.7% of Vietnam born community were  in the labour force  compared to 48.2% for the total of Victoria.  

	Labour Force Participation for Vietnam Born Community

	Labour Force Participation
	Vietnam Born
	Total Victorian Born

	In Labour Force
	58.7%
	48.2%

	         Employed
	46.8%
	44.9%

	         Unemployed
	12.5%
	3.3%

	Not in Labour Force
	26.3%
	28.1%

	Not Stated
	1.2%
	3.4%

	Not Applicable
	2.9%
	20.3%

	Unemployment Rate
	20.4%
	6.8%


	CSSS Funded Agencies Working with the Vietnamese Born Community in the Western Region

	Organisation
	Address
	Phone
	Description

	Vietnamese Community in Australia/Vic Chapter
	214 Nicholson Street

FOOTSCRAY, 3011
	9689 8515
	Casework for Vietnamese migrants in the western region

	Jesuit Social Services
	PO Box 271

RICHMOND, 3121
	94277388
	Casework, community education and referral services to Vietnamese migrants 


The agencies listed here have been funded by DIMIA to provide settlement support to newly arrived Vietnam born communities.  There are many other community and volunteer based groups working with the Vietnam born community.  Some of these agencies are listed in the Victorian Multicultural Resources Directory.  This directory can be accessed on the Victorian office of Multicultural Affairs website at www.voma.vic.gov.au.







Country Information:





Capital:			Hanoi


Surface Area:		332,000 km2


Official language:		Vietnamese


Population:		81.4 million


Major Religion:	Buddhism. Also sizeable Taoist, Confucian, Hoa Hoa, Caodaist, Muslim & Christian minorities.


Ethnic Groups:	Vietnamese (Kinh), Chinese.  Minorities include: Muong, Thai, Meo, Khmer, Man, Cham and various others.
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